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The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a mechanism of the UN Human Rights Council which involves a review of the human rights records of all 192 United Nations Member States.  The review is intended to be a cooperative mechanism, based on interactive dialogue with the full involvement of the country concerned, together with other States, NGOs and national human rights institutions.  
Australia is scheduled to be reviewed under the UPR in February 2011.  The UPR provides a significant opportunity for Australian NGOs to encourage and influence the Australian Government to improve the protection and promotion of human rights and to fulfil its international legal obligations.
UPR Process
Each State will be reviewed by the Human Rights Council once every four years.  The reviews are carried out by the UPR Working Group composed of the 47 Council members.  Each review is facilitated by groups of three States, or “troikas”, who act as rapporteurs.  
Working Group:
· The interactive dialogue between the State under review and the Human Rights Council takes place in the Working Group.  Any of the 192 UN Member States may participate in the Working Group.  The troikas compile questions submitted in advance by other States to be shared with the State under review.
· The duration of the review by the Working Group is three hours for each country, after which the Working Group adopts an “Outcomes Report” relating to each country.  

Outcomes Report

· Time is allocated during the next regular session of the Human Rights Council in order to consider the Outcomes Report for each country (up to one hour per State).  States, as well as NGOs and other stakeholders, may participate in these plenary meetings.
· The final outcome of the review is adopted by the entire membership of the Human Rights Council at this plenary session.
Follow up to the review

· The outcome of the UPR should be implemented primarily by the State concerned and, as appropriate, by other stakeholders.  The second cycle of the UPR should focus on the State’s implementation of the recommendations of the previous review.  
Basis of Review

Three reports serve as a basis for the review of each State:

1. Information prepared by the State under review (maximum 20 pages).  The “national report” should include information on achievements and best practices, as well as challenges and constraints, in protecting and promoting human rights.
2. Information prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (maximum 10 pages).  This information is based on reports of the treaty bodies, special procedures and other relevant official UN documents.
3. Additional credible, reliable information provided by other relevant stakeholders (maximum 10 pages), including from national human rights institutions (maximum 5 pages) and NGOs (maximum 5 pages).
Role of NGOs

The UPR mechanism allows for active engagement of NGOs throughout the process.  The opportunities for NGO participation include:
(a) Australian Government’s preparation of the National Report
States are required to prepare the information they submit “through a broad consultation process at the national level with all relevant stakeholders”.  The Australian Government has recently invited NGOs to submit initial views on information that they would like to see included in the report by 16 April 2010.
  There will also be a formal period of public consultation on the draft report where NGOs will be invited to provide their comments on the draft national report.  
In addition to participating in these consultations, NGOs may also lobby the Australian Government to make “voluntary commitments”, or concrete pledges to take certain action to promote human rights, prior to appearing before the UPR.  
(b) NGO Report
NGOs wishing to submit information for consideration in the UPR process may send a report to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  The OHCHR produces a summary of all information received by relevant stakeholders of no more than 10 pages in length.  
NGOs must limit their submission to a 5-page document only.  Experience in other States has shown that the most effective way for NGOs to influence the final document is to co‑ordinate their efforts and provide the OHCHR with a single 5-page report.  The deadline for NGO submissions has not yet been released, but will be around August or September 2010.  
(c) UPR Working Group and Outcomes Report

NGOs can play a crucial role in lobbying other States to ask questions of the State under reviewing during the Working Group.  NGOs may attend the review in the Working Group.  
(d) Adoption of UPR Outcomes Report by Human Rights Council

Before the adoption of the Outcome Report by the plenary of the Council, NGOs have the opportunity to make very brief oral submissions to the Council.  
(e) Follow up and implementation

Like all other UN process, NGOs can and should play a substantial role in ensuring that States implement the recommendations that are made by the UPR.
NGO Contact Details

A Working Group has been established to coordinate an NGO Report to the UPR.  For further information, please contact:

	Anna Cody
Kingsford Legal Centre
acody@unsw.edu.au
ph:  (02) 9385 9566
	Louise Edwards
National Association of CLCs
louise_edwards@clc.net.au 
ph:  (02) 9264 9595
	Ben Schokman
Human Rights Law Resource Centre
ben.schokman@hrlrc.org.au
ph:  (03) 8636 4451


� Further information is available on the Attorney-General’s Department website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ag.gov.au/�www/agd/agd.nsf/page/Humanrightsandanti-discrimination_InternationalHumanRights_UniversalPeriodicReview" ��http://www.ag.gov.au/�www/agd/agd.nsf/page/Humanrightsandanti-discrimination_InternationalHumanRights_UniversalPeriodicReview�.  





