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Australia’s compliance with the ICCPR:  
Climate Change and the Environment
Climate change is a significant threat to human rights, including the right to life, in Australia and the Asia‑Pacific region.  Australia’s response to climate change focuses primarily on the economic aspects.  Australia’s policy and practice in relation to climate change must respond to the human rights issues and obligations associated with climate change, including particularly with respect to climate affected migrants.

The Australian Government has released its strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, which includes a proposed ‘Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme’ and a medium-term target range for reducing carbon pollution into the future.  The Australian Government has committed Australia to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 5 per cent (compared to 1990 emissions) by 2020, but has left open the possibility that a more aggressive target of up to 15 per cent would be considered in the event that an international agreement could be reached in relation to carbon pollution reduction.  

The Australian Government has come under significant criticism for its 5 per cent target, with various groups calling for a more aggressive target.
  The Australian Government should be encouraged to increase its overall commitment to the issues of climate change and carbon reduction schemes.  Importantly, it must recognise and respond to the human rights issues and obligations associated with climate change.
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Endnotes

� See eg, ‘More hot air needed’, The Australian (National) 25 February 2009, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25102239-16741,00.html" ��http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25102239-16741,00.html�. 
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