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What do cultural rights mean?
People of all cultural, religious, racial or linguistic backgrounds have the right to enjoy their culture, declare and practise their religion and use their languages.  This includes the right of Indigenous people to enjoy their identity and culture.
The protection of cultural rights applies to people with a particular cultural, religious, racial or linguistic background.  These people may or may not be a member of a minority group.
Culture includes a broad range of beliefs and practices, such as using a language or the wearing of traditional dress or social activities.  Race has a broad meaning which may include colour, descent or ancestry, nationality or national origin, and ethnicity or ethnic origin.
The right requires the government to take steps to foster positive relationships with communities to develop a good understanding and knowledge of the group’s practices, cultural traditions and observances or cultural, religious, racial and languages.  It is essential that government understand and respect people’s cultural rights, and take appropriate steps when usual government policies and procedures would require someone to do something that interferes with their cultural practices.
The right is especially relevant to Indigenous people.  For Indigenous people, the right to maintain and use their language, maintain kinship ties and maintain a connection with traditional lands, waters and other resources is protected.  For example, the right may protect traditional activities of Indigenous people such as fishing and hunting.
Are Australia’s cultural rights laws adequate?

There are no express cultural rights in Australian laws.  Further, Australian laws often infringe on cultural rights, especially those of Indigenous people.
	Case Study:  
Pursuant to powers granted in the Northern Territory Intervention, the Australians Government took over culturally sensitive areas of the Warlpiri nation, including a men’s ceremonial area and a cemetery.  The areas were of great cultural importance to the local Indigenous community, and have previously been under the control of that community.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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