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What does the right to be free from forced work mean?
Everyone has the right not to be held in slavery or servitude or be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.

· Slavery is where a person exercised rights of effective “ownership” over another person, as if the person were a piece of property.
· Servitude means being forced to perform work for another person under coercion.  The person may be unable to leave or choose where to live.  Servitude is not ownership despite the fact that a person under servitude may be directed where to live and may be unable to leave.
· Forced labour includes labour a person is forced to do under threat of a punishment or penalty and can cover all kinds of work or service, not just physical work. 

The government has a positive obligation to take effective measures to prevent these acts from occurring and to prosecute any perpetrators.
There are three types of work that are not to be considered as forced or compulsory:

· Work done during legitimate detention or on conditional release from detention (such as prison work or community service).

· Community service in a public emergency.

· Any work that forms part of a normal civic obligation, such as jury duty or maintaining a building if you are a landlord.
Do Australia’s laws adequately protect the right to be free from forced work?

Australian laws prevent slavery and servitude, however, it still occurs in Australian society in some instances (for example, trafficking of women for sexual servitude).  
	Case Study:  
A boy lived in a Caring Home for Aboriginal Boys from age 7 to 14.  In addition to attending school, the boy worked seven hours each day in tasks such as chopping wood, farmwork and cleaning.  The boy suffered many injuries as a result from him work, and was not paid for his labour.  This is a violation of the boy’s right to be free from forced work, and an example of an Indigenous “stolen wage” case.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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