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What does the right to freedom of association and assembly mean?
The right to peaceful assembly protects the right of individuals and groups to meet in order to exchange ideas and information, to express their views publicly and to hold a peaceful protest.
The right applies to all gatherings for a peaceful purpose, even if unpopular or distasteful – but does not protect violent demonstrations.  However, civil disobedience manifested without force may be protected.
The right may impose a positive obligation on the government to facilitate peaceful assemblies and to take action to protect peaceful demonstrators from counter-demonstrators.

The right to freedom of association protects the right of all persons to voluntarily group together for a common goal and to form and join an association.  The right to freedom of association also includes the right not to associate with others.
It applies to all forms of public association, including trade unions.  The right also means that people cannot be compelled to join an association or trade union.  The right to strike is also an integral part of the principle of freedom of association.
Do Australia’s laws adequately protect the right to freedom of association and assembly?

There is no general right to freedom of association and assembly in Australian law.  Further, many laws such as counter-terrorism laws, move-on powers and workplace relation laws threaten the right to freedom of association and assembly.
	Case Study:  
Business vendors in a regional CBD were calling on a local council to introduce a ‘move on and stay away’ by-law that would apply to those displaying antisocial behaviour.  The council rejected the move on human rights grounds, saying that the by-law would restrict people’s right to be in a public place, contrary to the right of freedom of movement.  The move would also impact on people’s right to peaceful assembly and association, especially for youth who gathered in the public areas to socialise.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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