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What does the Right to Freedom of Expression mean?
Everyone has the right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds.  The right to freedom of expression protects expression in any form such as speaking aloud, publishing articles, books or leaflets, television or radio broadcasts, producing works of art, communication through the internet, commercial advertising, dress and images.

The right to freedom of expression is not an absolute right.  It is subject to other laws such as defamation, or laws for the protection of national security.  The aim of such restrictions is to respect the rights and reputation of other persons or for the protection of national security, public order, public health or public morality.
Are Australia’s Right to Freedom of Expression laws adequate?

There is no general right to freedom of expression in Australian law.  Freedom of expression is restricted by some laws which are proportionate to their aims (for example, defamation) and some which appear to be disproportionate to their aims (for example, some counter-terrorism legislation).
	Case Study:  
Two Australians of Tamil origin had political materials relating to the plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka.  Ordinarily, such expression of political ideas would be protected by the right to freedom of expression.  However, under Australian law, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) falls within the legal definition of a terrorist organisation.  The two Tamil-Australians are charged for their links with the LTTE, and the political materials are used as evidence in their prosecution.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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