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What does the right to self determination mean?
The right of self-determination means that all people have the right to freely determine their political status and pursue their economic, social and cultural development.  This includes the freedom to acquire and dispose of property and wealth generally as the person choses.  It is an unalienable right, meaning that governments cannot take the right away.
Governments have a positive obligation to promote the right of self-determination and allow all persons the right to freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.
Every person has the right to decide their political status.  For example, people should be free to affiliate with whatever political party they choose, or alternatively, not to affiliate with any political party at all.

The concept of self-determination requires all governments to recognise the dignity and equality of all groups of people.  As such, the right applies to individuals as well as groups.  For example, Indigenous Australians are entitled to self-determination both as individuals and as a collective community.
The right of self-determination is important because it is an essential condition for the effective guarantee of individual human rights and also further helps promote and strengthen those rights.
Are Australia’s right to self determination laws adequate?

Some of Australia’s laws and government policies have a significant negative impact on Indigenous Australians’ right to self determination.  For example, the Northern Territory Intervention measures include compulsory acquisition of Indigenous land and quarantining of social security payments.
	Case Study:  
Pursuant to powers granted in the Northern Territory Intervention, the Australians Government took over culturally sensitive areas of the Warlpiri nation, including a men’s ceremonial area and a cemetery.  The areas were of great cultural importance to the local Indigenous community, and have previously been under the control of that community.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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