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What does the right to a healthy environment mean?
The right to a healthy environment is related to the right to an adequate standard of living.  It means that all people have the right to live in an environment that is safe and adequate for their health and well-being.  Without a healthy environment, people cannot attain an adequate standard of living and are exposed to potentially harmful surroundings.
The concept of this right is relatively new.  It has developed due to the increasing recognition that many human activities can have a degrading impact on the environment which in turn has a negative impact on people’s health.

The right includes the right of all people to participate in decisions that relate to the environment and to have access to courts or other bodies where appropriate.  For example, the public should be consulted in relation to development applications, particularly where the development plans to destroy or modify part of the natural environment.  Governments are required to be accountable and transparent in relation to their decisions that impact on the environment and they should be responsive to the questions and concerns of the public. 

In addition to the right to a healthy environment, all people have a duty to protect the environment in every way they can.  This can take many forms and includes, for example, recycling, riding a bike instead of taking and car as well as installing solar water heaters. 

Are Australia’s environmental laws adequate?

Australia’s laws protect environmental degradation in some instances.  However, many government policies, and gaps in the law, mean that the right to a healthy environment is not generally protected in Australian law.
	Case Study:  
Mulga Bore is a small community in Central Australia, which has a school with approximately 45 children enrolled.  Water from Mulga Bore is high in nitrates, containing nitrate at 150 per cent of the rate in the World Health Organisation’s standards for developing countries.  This problem was known to the Australian Government for sometime and yet it did not act.  In February 2008, the water stopped running and Mulga Bore School had no water.  The result of this failure to provide a healthy environment is that the school has been closed down and students are no longer able to enjoy their right to education.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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