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What does the right to education mean?
All people have the right to education, including:

· Free primary education.  This includes assistance to those who have not received or completed primary education as a child.

· Free secondary education.

· Access higher education that should be free or low cost, and may be on the basis of capacity.

Educational facilities should be available to all people, especially disadvantaged groups.  Schools should be in enough locations so that they can be reasonably accessed.  Any costs related to schooling should be minimal so that all people can attended school, regardless of their financial means.  Schools should be given enough funding, resources and facilities so that education can be of a quality standard regardless of whether the school is public or private.  

Parents and guardians have the right to choose the school that their child or children attends.  This includes religious and other specialised private schools, provided they meet the educational standards required by the government.  Private individuals and bodies have the right to establish such private schools as long as they meet the requirements imposed by the government  

The right to education is important because it empowers people and enables greater social and economic participation.  It is particularly relevant for young people who are at disadvantage including illness or disability, language barriers, homelessness, or domestic violence.
Are Australia’s education laws adequate?

School attendance is compulsory in Australian until the age of 15 or 16 years.  However, some children face barriers to equal access to schools (for example, children with disability, children from low income backgrounds and Indigenous children).  Decline in government funding and increasing privatisation of tertiary facilities has hindered access to higher education for people from people from disadvantaged backgrounds.
	Case Study:  A 16-year-old girl started at a new high school.  She was harassed by older girls and her relationship with the school deteriorated when her mother became involved.  She was accused of stealing and suspended for arguing about it.  During school holidays, the school left a message that she “wasn’t welcome” at the school anymore and she should find another school.  The girl tried to enrol in her previous school, but found that there was a new principal who wouldn’t take her because they didn’t want trouble.  The girl wants to finish school.  The schools’ refusal to accept her as a student is inconsistent with the girl’s right to education. 


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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