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What does the right to life mean?
The right to life is the supreme human right.  It is essential for the realisation of all other basic human rights.  The right to life means that:

· no person can have their life unlawfully taken away from them;

· positive measures must be taken to protect the lives of people, such as through the development of criminal laws and their enforcement by the police; and
· if the government knows of the existence of a real and immediate risk to someone’s life, then it should take appropriate action to protect the life of that person; and
The right to life has a particular importance for vulnerable individuals, including people in detention, individuals who may require particular protection (such as situations involving domestic violence or people in a hostage situation) and other disadvantaged people who may not have adequate access to basic minimum standards, such water, food and basic health care.
Do Australia’s laws adequately protect the right to life?

Generally speaking, the right to life is reasonably well protected in Australia.  However, there are still many situations where the right to life for particular individuals is under threat.  For example, the significant inequality in standards of health between Indigenous Australians and non‑Indigenous Australians raises serious concerns in relation to the right to life.  The significant difference between life expectancy, infant mortality rates and rates of chronic disease are all serious issues in relation to the right to life of Indigenous peoples.  Other areas of concern include the significant rates of domestic violence against women (see case study below) and the level of homelessness in Australia.
	Case Study:  Health Care in Hospitals

The House of Lords has held that health authorities have an ‘over-arching obligation to protect the lives of patients in their hospitals’.  This obligation includes a duty to ensure that staff are highly trained, professional and competent and that the policies, procedures and systems in place at the hospital adequately safeguard life. 


	Case Study:  Domestic Violence

The European Court of Human Rights has held that police must take appropriate steps to safeguard the lives of those within its jurisdiction in a case where the police had failed to respond to a call regarding a situation of domestic violence.  The result of the failure of the police to attend was the death of two children at the hands of their abusive father.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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