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What does the right to privacy mean?

The right to privacy places limits on the extent to which the government can invade a person’s privacy.  Government can only intrude into the lives of the community when it is reasonable to do so.  
The right to privacy includes the right not to have your family, home or correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with.
· ‘Privacy’ is a broad term which covers all aspects of a person’s physical, psychological and social identity and relationships.
· ‘Family’ includes family as understood in society and is not confined by marriage.  

· 'Home' includes where a person resides and works.  

While it is difficult to define privacy with precision, it is often categorised in the following terms: bodily privacy, territorial privacy, communications privacy and information privacy.

Interferences with privacy includes: taking blood samples; searching people, their homes or other premises; intercepting mail or phone calls; disclosing personal information; preventing someone from accessing their home; and evicting someone from their home.  The right also creates positive obligations on public authorities to protect individuals and their families from interference with privacy, such as by excessive noise or pollution.

The right to privacy is particularly relevant to people who use health or other social services, who are having housing difficulties or are charged with criminal offences, as well as in relation to families and children.  The right to privacy is also particularly relevant to the police force and government agencies that may require access to personal information or property.

Is the right to privacy currently adequately protected in Australia?

There is no general recognition of the right to privacy in Australian law, either at common law or in legislation.  Privacy legislation that currently exists at a state and federal level predominantly related to personal information only.
	Case Study:  The parenting skills of a learning disabled couple were being assessed by social services.  CCTV cameras were installed in their house, including the bedroom.  The couple were especially distressed about the bedroom camera, and successfully invoked their right to respect for private life.  Social services agreed to turn off the cameras at night so the couple could spend their evenings together in privacy.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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