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What does the right to property mean?
The right to property means that everyone can own property, and a person cannot be deprived of their property without a lawful basis.  The right is a fundamental right in democratic societies.
‘Property’ is likely to be interpreted broadly to include both real and personal property, and possibly also intellectual property.  ‘Deprived’ includes transfer, extinguishment, disposing of, destruction or substantial lessening of value.

The right only prohibits property being taken away when it is done unlawfully.  If the government deprives a person of his or her property, it must be done under lawful powers.  If property is taken away under discretionary powers, those powers must be confined and structured rather than arbitrary or unclear.

The right to property does not include a right for compensation where a person is deprived of their property.
The right to property is related to the right to self determination (see handout on Self Determination).

Do Australia’s laws adequately protect the right to property?

The right to property is generally protected in Australia, subject to some exceptions (for example, the Northern Territory Intervention enabled in the Australian Government to take control of Indigenous land).
Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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