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What does the right to social security mean?
Social security is a system in which the government provides for people who are faced with circumstances that prevent them from being able to ordinarily provide for themselves.  It assists people through providing benefits in the form or cash or otherwise.  These benefits should be of an amount and last for a time that sufficiently supports the person according to their particular needs.  Social security enables many disadvantaged people to enjoy an adequate standard of living and without it, many people would live in poverty.  It also promotes social inclusion.

Governments are under an obligation to maintain social security systems.  In particular, social security should be made available to people in the following areas:

· Health care.

· Sickness.

· Unemployment.

· Old age.

· Employment injury.

· Family and child support.

· Maternity.

· Disability.

· Orphans and survivors.
People should be able to access such benefits without unreasonable or arbitrary restrictions.  Governments are expected to provide social security to the maximum level that can be reasonably expected, taking into consideration other demands on government funding.
Are Australia’s social security laws adequate?

The social security system is set out in various pieces of legislation.  However, payments are made at rates below the accepted poverty line.  Further, in some instances, such of ‘welfare to work’ programs, receipt of social security payments is conditional upon meeting ‘mutual obligation’ requirements.
	Case Study:  
Michael suffers from a mental illness and is receiving a job seekers allowance.  He was deemed to have refused a suitable job offer and an eight week no payment period was imposed.  During the eight weeks with no income he was unable to meet rent payments, was evicted and became homeless.  He was unable to eat well and his mental health deteriorated to a point that he was involuntarily hospitalised.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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