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What does the right of political participation mean?
The right of political participation means that everyone has the right to take part in public affairs without discrimination.  This right applies to all people in Australia, and includes the right to vote as well as participate in public debate regarding government policy at all levels (local, state and federal).
The right requires the government to take positive action to enable meaningful participation of individuals and groups who are marginalised or have special needs.

Every eligible person has the right to vote, be elected and have equal access to the Australian public service and public office.  Eligibility is determined by other laws.  For example, certain groups of people (such as non-citizens and those who are sentenced to lengthy periods of imprisonment) are ineligible to vote.

The right to vote requires the government to take positive steps to ensure all persons can participate.  For example, a non-English speaker may face an impediment to his or her right to vote if there is no electoral information translated in his or her native language or a language he or she could understand.
Are Australia’s right of political participation laws adequate?

A general right to vote is not explicitly protected in the Australian Constitution or any other federal legislation.  Some citizens are expressly not allowed to vote in federal elections, including people who are serving a sentence of imprisonment for three years or longer, or people of unsound mind.  Furthermore, enrolment and election processes present barriers to various community groups, including young people, homeless people, and people with a disability.
	Case Study:  In June 2006, the former Australian Government passed legislation providing for the disenfranchisement of all prisoners serving a term of imprisonment.  The law was struck down by the High Court of Australia as being unconstitutional.  The law would have affected the rights of political participation of affected prisoners.


	Case Study:  In the 2007 Federal Election campaign, the major and minor political parties released policies on disability.  All were available online in PDF format, which is incompatible with screen-reading software used for people who are blind or vision impairment.  Practical difficulties such as this affect the capacity of people with disabilities to effectively engage their right of political participation.


Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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