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What are rights in the criminal process?
There are a number of rights that all people have in criminal proceedings.  This includes the right for all people charged with a criminal offence to be presumed innocent until proved guilty in court beyond a reasonable doubt.
People charged with a criminal offence also have the right:

· to be informed promptly and in detail of the nature and reason for the charge in a way that the person can understand;
· to have adequate time and facilities to prepare a defence and communicate with a lawyer;
· to be tried without unreasonable delay and to attend the trial;
· to defend themselves either in person or by a lawyer;
· to be told about the right, if eligible, to legal aid;
· to have legal aid provided if the interests of justice require it, without any costs payable by him or her if he or she meets the eligibility criteria;
· to examine, or have examined, witnesses against him or her, unless the law provides otherwise;
· to have defence witnesses attend and be examined under the same conditions as witnesses for the prosecution;
· to have the free assistance of an interpreter if he or she cannot understand or speak English;
· to have the free assistance of assistants and specialised communication tools and technology if the person has communication or speech difficulties that require that assistance; and
· not to be compelled to testify against himself or herself or to confess guilt.
A child charged with a criminal offence has the right to a procedure that takes account of his or her age and the desirability of promoting the child's rehabilitation.

Any person convicted of a criminal offence also has the right to appeal the conviction and any sentence to a higher court.
Do Australia’s laws adequately protect rights in the criminal process?

Whilst Australia’s laws are generally consistent with rights in the criminal process, some laws raise serious threats to the right.  For example, counter-terrorism laws enable police to hold a suspect incommunicado for up to a week, in breach of the right to communicate with a lawyer and be tried without unreasonable delay.
Where can I get more information on human rights?
· Human Rights Law Resource Centre: www.hrlrc.org.au
· Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission): www.humanrights.gov.au
· National Human Rights Consultation: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au
www.hrlrc.org.au
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