
[image: image1.png]a ¥

National Association of

Legal Centres

™




[image: image2.png]human law
f1gnts e hse




[image: image3.png]KLC

kingsford legal centre




PRESS RELEASE

15 May 2008

Urgent Action Needed to Address Poverty and Promote Human Dignity
Australia is failing to fulfil its obligations under a major international human rights treaty which protects economic and social rights, such as the rights to adequate housing, health care, education and social security.  

A major Report to the UN Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights regarding Australia’s implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights documents a number of areas in which Australia is falling short of its obligations under international law.  

The Report will be considered by the Committee in Geneva between 19 and 23 May 2008 and will ensure that the Committee is equipped to have a rigorous and constructive dialogue with the Australian Government when it is formally reviewed by the Committee in 2009.  

The Report, entitled Freedom, Respect, Equality, Dignity: Action, was jointly compiled by the National Association of Community Legal Centres, the Human Rights Law Resource Centre and Kingsford Legal Centre.  It is supported by over 100 local, national and international non-government organizations.  

The Report is a comprehensive and constructive analysis of the state of economic and social rights in Australia.  It makes a range of targeted recommendations to promote substantive equality, address disadvantage and poverty, and achieve social inclusion.  It will be a valuable resource for both advocates and policy makers.  
The Report recognizes that, since its election in November 2007, the current Australian Government has taken a number of significant steps towards the realisation of ICESCR rights and the promotion of human rights generally.  
The Report also documents, however, a number of areas in which Australia is falling short of its obligations under the ICESCR, including:
· the lack of legal recognition and protection of economic, social and cultural rights;
· the nature and extent of poverty in Australia and the need for a comprehensive national poverty reduction strategy;
· Indigenous self-determination and disadvantage;

· the current housing crisis and the significant problem of homelessness;
· groups within society that remain vulnerable to discrimination, such as Indigenous peoples, women and children, people with disability, asylum seekers and gay and lesbian couples;
· violence against women;
· the inadequacy of income and social security supports;
· the denial of workers' rights under Work Choices;
· the crisis in mental health in Australia and the inadequacy of mental health care;
· the chronic under funding of both public health care and education; and
· the deleterious impacts of Australia’s immigration law and policy on families and children.  

The Report includes a range of recommendations as to concrete steps that authorities should take to bring Australia more fully into compliance with its obligations under the ICESCR; an Australia in which all people can live with freedom, respect, equality and dignity.
The Report is available at http://www.hrlrc.org.au/html/s02_article/article_view.asp?id=300&nav_cat_id=135&nav_top_id=57 or at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cescr/cescrwg40.htm.  
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