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PRESS RELEASE - 15 March 2009
UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE TO REVIEW AUSTRALIA’S HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD
Tomorrow a delegation of leading Australian human rights organisations will brief the UN Human Rights Committee on the state of human rights in Australia.  They will explain that, while significant advances have been achieved over the last 18 months, substantial human rights problems persist in areas such as Indigenous affairs, immigration laws, counter-terrorism measures, disability and mental illness, police practices, women’s equality and homelessness.  
The state of human rights for many disadvantaged groups in Australia remains precarious,’ said Philip Lynch, Director of the Human Rights Law Resource Centre.  ‘Promises and policy changes need to be translated into concrete legislative action to prevent further erosions of fundamental rights and freedoms and ensure that all Australians can live with dignity,’ he said.  
The Committee’s review of Australia, which takes place over three days in New York, will hear submissions from the Human Rights Law Resource Centre, the National Association of Community Legal Centres, Kingsford Legal Centre, the NSW Council for Civil Liberties and Amnesty International.  The Committee, which is comprised of 18 independent international human rights experts, will also hear from a high-level Australian government delegation on 23 and 24 March.  

‘This review, the first of Australia by the Human Rights Committee since 2000, is an historic opportunity to take stock of human rights in Australia.  It is an opportunity for the Australian government and civil society to work together with leading international human rights experts to improve the protection of fundamental values such as freedom, respect and a fair go,’ said Teena Balgi, Convenor of the Human Rights Network of the National Association of Community Legal Centres.  
The Committee will deliver its report card on Australia on or around 3 April.  The report will include observations on positive aspects of Australia’s human rights performance, together with constructive recommendations as to how it could more fully comply with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
‘The Australian Government has committed to comply fully with its obligations under international human rights law,’ said Ben Schokman of the Human Rights Law Resource Centre.  ‘How Australia participates in and responds to this constructive review will be a critical test of the government’s human rights credentials.’
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Background
For further information about the Human Rights Committee review of Australia, including comprehensive NGO reports on human rights in Australia, see www.hrlrc.org.au.  
Also available at www.hrlrc.org.au are Fact Sheets on Australia's compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in the following areas:
· Counter-Terrorism Measures

· People with Disability and Mental Illness

· Homelessness

· Immigration Law, Policy and Practice

· Equality and Non-Discrimination

· Policing Practices

· Indigenous Australians

· Women's Rights

· Legal Protection of Human Rights

· Treatment of Prisoners and Prison Conditions

· Protection of Children

· Access to Justice

· Extra-Territorial Application

· Climate Change and the Environment
Australia signed the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in 1976 and ratified the treaty in 1980.  

